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to think, not of the mediaeval monastic orders but rather of the
earlier type of monasticism, prior to them all, where a common
tendency towards asceticism and renunciation of the world
found expression at one and the same time, in a variety of forms.
Thus, some of its adherents devoted themselves to the life of the
hermit, whilst others preferred the monastery, with its adjoining
cells, or the convent in which life was run upon communal lines,
and yet others formed small groups in the town, or wandered
alone over the countryside.1

The thing about the Essenes which at once struck eye-
witnesses as singular and curious was the practice of the com-
munal life, and the monastic house, constituting what we should
call today houses of regulars, that is, dwellings possessing a
certain religious status, and not open to all and sundry.2 At the
head of each such house was a chief, or superior, to whom all
owed obedience.3

Some kind of initiation was obviously necessary in order to
become a member of the community, and there were certain
rites and regulations, observance of which was considered
necessary in order to gain admittance. The existence of these,
however, at present rests upon supposition rather than on
knowledge. We do not know, for instance, at what age postu-
lants were admitted. Philo says 4 that they had to be adults,
whilst Josephus asserts, on the contrary, that children could
equally be received with a view to training for the ascetic life.5
This divergence may perhaps be explained simply as due to vari-
ations of custom in each group. It is, however, a point on which
we have really no knowledge. On the other hand, we have
definite information that there was a novitiate comprising two
stages, the first of a year and the second of two years,6 the tran-
sition from the one to the other being marked by a ritual bath.

According to Josephus,7 the Essenes were divided into four
classes (elg ^o/oag rsaaaoag], though he does not tell us how.
Schiirer, however, has supposed with considerable probability
that the classes consist of children, the two stages of novices
and the brethren proper. The latter considered themselves so
different from the novices that they purified themselves after
contact with them, as after contact with a stranger.8

1 There is a good collection of characteristic facts and references in
DACL, art. CenoMtisme, col. 3061.

2 Thus the refectory was reserved for the sole use of the members.
(Jos., B.J., ii, 8, 5.)

3 Jos,, JB.J., ii, 8, 6.    He calls this official the em^eA^Tjfe, or curator.

* Philo, Quod omnis, 12.    Cf. Eusebius, Praepar. evangel, viii, 11, 3.
5 B.J., ii, 8, 2.           e LXxvj ^ 56a.               7 Bij   i^ 8> 10.

8 Jos., B.J., ii, 8, 10; Eusebius, Praepar. evangel., viii, 11,3.